BATH

contain references to Bath. Humphrey Clinker gives a charm-
ing description of the Spring Gardens, where ladies met to
undermine with Sally Luns, hot rolls and buttered buns, the
good effects of drinking the Bath waters. Sheridan's The
Rivals not only has Bath for its setting, but was based on the
story of his own elopement with Miss Linley, a Bath beauty
who was painted by Gainsborough. Throughout the
eighteenth century the men of letters continued to praise and
mock at Bath, while the * flying coaches' from London
brought statesmen, soldiers, rakes and gamblers, heiresses and
invalids to set up their establishments in the stately houses of
the Circus and the Crescent. The rival spas of Tunbridge
Wells and Cheltenham failed to eclipse the popularity of Bath.
Then, at the close of the century, the new cure of * sea-bathing'
was discovered and society hurried to emulate George Ill's
example at Weymouth or that of the Prince Regent at Brighton.
Bath gradually became less fashionable and assumed, with the
Victorian Age, an air of quiet respectability. Fortunately there
was no need for expansion and the town thus escaped the hands
of the Victorian builder and even the present age has done
little to spoil her beauty. The lovely Pulteney Bridge over
the Avon, the Pump Room, the dignified streets and the
gracious sweep of her crescents survive, a monument to c the
Age of taste * which was also * the Age of reason \
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